Behind the Crocus and the Trees

The University acts less and
less like an ivory anything

by Robert M. Strozier
Dean of Students

ONE OF THE unfortunate by-
products of the dust-storm etr=-
rently ralsed by all of the Congres-
sional and investigative sctivity in the
fiold of educnlion, k8 the perpotustion
of false stereotypes, It I8 amusing
that the stereotypes [requently are
contradictory. One line depicts The
American Student, 1953 style, Bs @
saturniine, long-haired radical, hell=
bent on adopting any mew Sismo
which comes along. But snother line
porirays 8 crow-cut, panty-roider,
[ralicking through his eollege wears
ablivious o the grave issues of our
Limie,

The [act i8, our students are human,
quite unprediciable, and far too in-
Feniols 1 b eomifined by ANy slereos=
iype. They can be quite conservative
when one least expects them to bej
nnel thoy can be more
BEFTEUS Dean of Stodents,

BOfArLLImiEs
than the

JUNE, 1953

STNOZIER

DEAN

when he perhaps should be more
seriows than he s
The campus discussions thi= spring

CofeernifgE the bachelor's 'l!l'|.’. T
gerve o prove one of my points,
Though our students pride them-

selives for thelr memborship in a Uni-
viergity noted for il willingness to
experiment and change, the uncam-
profmising attitude of many who soem
lo pesist chiknge in the status guo, is in
the strictest spirit of conservatism.

{-rimness amd Spring
Chanpges have, of course, beon go-
ing om in the College program year by
year. The two-year curriculum in
general education became o four-year
program; the PhB. degree wes abol-
ished: HNoturnl Scionce soquences
sirpplanted seguences in Bi, Sci. and
Phi. Scl.; & History course was added.
Mow n large change is confemplated

STILL

BELIEVES IN A EENSE OF HUMOR

with the marnage of the general edo-
cution program o some form of spe=
cialization. Enirance by {esis, acceler-
mtion, admission before  graduation
froom high  school, placement  in
courses by tesis—all of the main
tenets upon which the Cellege |s
built, are and have been preat aocom-
plishments, and are not under attock
Yet, the fneulty, In s teaditional
experimental spirt, has plunged into
discussions, where, In a euriously
conservative mood, many of  the
students appavently are reluctant to
i,

Whille I do fnotl look forward tos any
ruids upon the dormitories, 1 somo-
times think our students are too grim
and humorless. 1 especially got this
fecling when the students’ gravity
msakes me ashamed of my own levity,
Recently a student was srrested for
attempting 0 counterfeit ien-dollar
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bills. When o Maoroon reporter nsked
me [or & statement on the subject, 1
replicd that it geemed obvious that
thie University
hied] couped the students to siart k-
ing thelr own money, ‘This b5 o
course, a very loose remark from o
Dean of Students, but one atlempled
with goexd humor and b
understanding, I hope, of the great
difficulty many of the studenis have
at the present timee. The shoek on the
part of the student made me
guilty of a gross lack of sensitivily
Iy mnvy evert,. | found once agmin that
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ane should not l\.l,-|.'||-||-u-l.'|' whole any
general iz tinns abaiil kL uZE-'-'I'ITIﬂIJ.
oy

May = the month Uil
bursis oui on the Quadrangles, boi
more than the crocus and the rees
sire blossoming [orth this spring. Owl
ond Serpent is resurgent, Cop de Gown
& making its hrsl posiwar Appearance,
n fratemity s considering ro-estab-
lishment on the Acrotheatre
has given another splendid perform-
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LT IS
ance, students are busy holping in tha
University = recruitment
WUCH iz expanding, and beliove it or
not, the Maroon seems Lo havie |J:I|I:I1.|'|'|
enthusinslis

program
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To some, many of thess things are
distasteful parts of a “trend” nnti-
intelleetial, and part and poereel of
the disciissiains  conoeErmning il BA
degree. But te others, events like the
recent pep rally and vhetory of the
haskethall tenim are Dot I'\|'|'|||:. af
prime impsEriEne

Owl and Serpent was oo
voars a good and imporiant orgami-
ration on the CIITEPLIS Without fan-
fare, it worked elfeciively for the
best inferests of the Undversity ai all
levels. Swch men as Harold Swiil,
Harold (Kitly) Gordon, An Baer
and countless others were petive dur-
ing their undergraduate davs
have, through the years, mainiained
a staunch lovaliy 1o
angd, ol courss, 16 1|'.| ‘_u.rlll.'ilul-'.l._l.' JE &
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e

e GrgariEnt o

W ||ni|' '||"| |‘|1"' ||||- Wesl Stands wiere
biill, O & 5 was given o glub roosm
||1|l|'|- If [Ty I:-_l. the Univers
itv. When the Stamnds were assigned

ta i dovi |-c'|;|.ll1||':|| o mtermie gnergy
it I|||I .|'h_'L_l.|I:.II||._ of World War 1L, the
PN WES bost foor club wise. When G
dJul wag reorganized affer the war,
withoot o home of itz own
mrid & lessening of bfuehce and pres-
tige for the club followed

Now, fortunately, it has been pos-
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sihle for the University o assign
D& 5 a home in Mitchell Tower, In
lime with the University's commb-
maent to it from a former doy. The
event was celebroled on May 13 with
a dinner given by the Desn of Stu-
denis and atlended by e presumt
migmihers as well as bhe aliimid eoul-
ril. In mddition Haorold Swify By
Giordon, Arvt Haer, and Chaneelkor
Himpton attended the dinme

Indicative of the spivit of our sti-
dents, was the sacrifice by several ol
thiem of thelr sprimg vecslbon (0 s
main on the compus to complete the
editorial work on the new jssus ol
Cap & Gowen, which will be published
this month. A group which warked
lomgd siisd hard lasi vear baolly ahan=
donsd plans In 135 iR
arder to make this msue o really by
comeback. The Univerdiiy
hopes Lhat this will be only the st

Bud Beyer cime through with an-
other brillinnt  performance o his
Aerotheatre in late April. This time
e wios co-sponsoied by the sl
troop of the Hyde Park Baplis
Church, which shares b the profis
of the performances. Bud and Ve,
his wile, Jimmy Jackson, Buth Goul-
koski {Olympic star), and dozens of
others have given shorl performame
i many high schools in metropolitan
Chicago and have appeared on tele-
wpveral The climas o
the yenr was reached in their Mands
Hall performances which every ahm-
nus should have seen. Bud alse finds
time 1o work with the Bov Scouls
and the Neighborhood Clab He s
alsn one  aof teachers ol
physical education
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inother investigotion?

'|'|-|.|. HpHCLTE o mnaoithier run:-lhll' =
'|.'I'l-\.|.H;II|IIII| il I'|:| Ll i reaty 1!'_|.' T
ol the Congressional commitiecs or I'r!,
||1| BLE L .|'|[il-|.'il:1.|'|- disturbes] the ad-
TSR s, LT |i|r:||' s wiudend
Iy, The students responded inbes
ligently to the situation by estabiishs
img wn Al-Campus Civil Liberiies
Commbitee [ACCLLC), truly repres
= LA AT ] nf CAMPLES pRU0n Dirasm
[ i CYETY LY e il :-|||||rr|1 lli.'l.{ﬂn.'l.l.l-
LA T=]R] .l-I||| |-|'.||| ||'|. hh.'.lr!!:.. £|r||| IJ1‘|.I.'"I-
pnd  women, e
T e bisia :-..l"l"..'l.'d e varijils .1r|d
LA [_.-Ill'l.'-.'l'\--l:_l. wzll

Even the extremists on compls
have l\.'ll-ll]h'l.l'.l."'ll with ACCLL &
the mapority = senlimenia
I|_-'|'.| I hinve boen no incsdents (6 @me
Fuirrpss the University adminisiraboi
which snmounced at the outsst tha
11 would mot make statoments of e
=LiCs belore tho wiTeE |:||.'.'il1.l.'d
Mutthew Dillon amd Marlin Smich 2
chalrman .|I'.|| '|.'J||.'-l\.'|'|.'|a|'|'|1;|r‘:, have
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A NOYES HALL FRIEZE

done the University a grest service
by their Intelligent and lemperate
leadership.

Extremists In student lesdership
are less In vopue locally and on the
naticnal =eeine, and the st yvear has
spen @ real maturation of responsible
| stident leadership, The National Stu-
dents  Assoclation. with which o
student body iz associated along with
the students ai 285 other colleges and
undversities, speaks for o majority of
the students in the country on many
confermparary besues  which concern
studemts. Ita leadership hez been un-
tvien in guality, but at the present i
geains Lo be in good hands,

Electing Bill Birenhaum {Director
of Student Activities cm the Midway |
fo the chairmanship of the netional
[mrulty board of NSA, has boen o step
in the right divection for this organi-
gation, which, at times, perhaps Pe-
flecting the netiohal student  body,
hos taken lself toos serfously

The Improvemaont in the Moroon
this yvear hea been the subject of wide
comment, Joan Breonmed, fourth-
year siudent in the College, looks
much too voung and pretty fo lead
effectively such a groop of literate
voung individoalists. Yet sha  has
done s=x The Margan has expanded in
alzo, it has covered the campus news
mors fully, and it has maintzsined o
sune  aditorial policy, especially as
the wear has progressed. This does
not mean that tho staff is usunlly in
ppreement with administration policy.
Far from it! Since the majority of the
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gtaff comes from the College, they
have besn coneerned about the dis-
russions centering about the Cnllﬂgo
curricolum and the degree. And they
have made their views well known.

New fome for women?

Plans are being drawn for & new
tealdence hall For women botween Tda
Wowes and Dudley Field, although the
project i not vet financially assured
Laat apring the College fwewalty voted
approval of & rmesidential  college,
along the lines of the colleges in Eng-
lish universities, Attompts fo adapt
the den in this country hawve been
somathing less than suceessiul. yel
as Deans Ward amd Northrop ably
pointed owut, the experiment here
ghould be more meaningiul  =ncee
there is & hasie curriculum, and there
Are many oomman Interests among
the E‘l:-l]n.'l.;l: =tiidients.

If the project reaches fruition, a
heaid master's house for a College
faculty member and his family will
be constructed adjacent to o series of
four units, to house about Gty ench.
The Cloister Clith would be reopetied
tr serve as a common dining oo,
The splendid facilities of lda Noyes
would preatly enhance the velue of
a residential unit for women In this
pirtivular spot.  When the bareacks
now on Dudley Field are oo longer
permitied to stand (because of city
regulations which were relaxed fos
veterans), the Dudley Field will again
become the women's athletic ffeld. I
cin think of no fher setup for wonm-

A HERIDENTIAL

UNIT FOH WOMEN

en college students in the courniry,

[ think one of the Anest tributes to
the spirit of our College students has
been ihe enthusisstic help of many
sludent leaders in bringing the merits
of our education to prospective stu=
dents. REecruitment of new  students
has been greatly expanded under the
able direction of Huth MeCarn, Mac
Hazlett, and Harold Hagydon, &leng
with several other men and women
who have given this activity new di-
rection. Alumni, particulacly younger
ones who have recently had the Col-
lege expericnce, and many students
currently enrodled, have worked -
tively with Mrs. MceCarn in this pro-
gram. Since we are osually atypical
in what we do at the University, the
business of interpretation iz alweys &
difhcult problem,

It's hard to believe that this aca-
demic year has almost run i1s course.
But Alumni Week End. with its cobor=
ful Sing, is upon us. We are involved
in making cur annual selection of the
outstonding stwdents in the extra-
curriculum during the year 1852-5%
Comprehensive exams alresdy have
the students buming the midnight
oil. Easch year at the I..'niv\-e:rs':l:j.' BOCTILE
to evaporate more gquickly than the
preceding, and the years vie with one
another for thelr color and interest
While one hates to ser the time fiy by
so gquickly, these busy days are re-
assuring that your Alma Mater iz nod
a cloistered vy tower, but remains
the bustling, dynamic, ever-changing
plece you will remember so wall,
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