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AM NOT FAMOUS. | PRIBABLY NEVER WILL BE FAMGUS.
AND YET WHEREVER | GO, STRANGERS SMILE AT ME CARRIE N )1/

AFFECTIONATEL, POINT ME OUT AS [ PASs BY, STOP
TCU ASK QUESTIONS AND LAVISH COMPLIMENTS.

GOLUS

g ©

ET USED TO PEOPLE COMING UP TO YoU IN THE GROCERY
STORE FOR THE REST OF YOUR LIFE® My FRIEND DAN
SAP SARPION/CAILLY WHEN [ ToLpr HiM I WAS EXPECTING
TWINS. DAN IS A TWIN HIMSELF, BUT HE ALSO 5 AN
UNRELIABLE NARRATOR. AS DAN TE LS IT, AFTER HE
wAs PELIVERED THE NURSE SAIP TO THE PocTIR, WHo
WAS WASHING HIS HANDS, | THINK THERE'S ANOTHER
BABY IN THERE! - WHicH TURNED ouT To BE DAN'S
YOUNGER BROTHER NICK. ITS A GOoD STORY, AND IT MAY
ACTUALLY BE TRUE. BUT FO MY SURFPRISE DAN WAS
RIGHT ABOUT THE GROCERY STORE, AND EVERY OTHER
KIND OF STORE, AS WELL AS EVERY RESTAURANT,
PARK, AND STREET:

>
FIRST DIS.COVERED
MY UNEARNED cELEBRITY

THE DAY | WAS ROLLED OuT
OF THE U of € HOSFITALS, ON EACH ARM A BABY BoY

IN A MATCH ING “GOING-HOME ouTFIT* (SENT BY MY .
MOTHER, A FIRST-TIME GRANDMOTHER INTOXICATEL WITH i
THE IDEA 9F TWO GRANDBABIES). THIS MUST BE WHAT IT'S LIKE _i
TO BE MAPONNA, | THOUGHT, AS WE PRESSED |
THROUGH THE LUNCHTIME <ROWD. SEVERAL
(m SET® oF TWINS ARE PELIVERED AT THE
HOSPITALS EACH WEEK, A NURSE ToLD ME, BUT You
%’@@ TAKRE OMIEY) wouo NEVER HAVE KNOWN 17 FROM THE CROWDS REACTION:
‘//(mm TAKE ONE) HEADS TURNING, THE REFRAIN “Tiwvins! Look AT THE Twins!”
e AND SEVERAL OFFERS OoF "1'll. TAKE oNE!"

[ALEXANDER
MNEVILLE

WELCH PLL TP"E'
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HAVENT DRESSEP ALEXANDER AND BENTAMIN ALIKE SINCE, BUT THE
PUBLIC ADORATION HASN'T ABATED. SOME DAYS [ SMILE S0 MUCH
MY CHEEKS ACHE. ON THE VERY RARE DAYS WHEN | VENTURE oUT ALONE,
| AM ONCE AGAIN ANONYMOUS AND UNSEEN. IT'S A RELUEF TO KNoWw
(M NOT MADONNA, BuT RATHER
ACTUAL REMARKS Mﬂ HER FPERSONAL ASSISTANT.
E
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.-_ﬁ.f WIN PAIR MEMBERS ARE COMPARED UNMERCIFDLLY," ~@r
HELEN L. KOCH, PHB'I3, PHD 2/, WROTE IN “TWINS AND
TWIN RELATIONS" (UNIVERS ITY OF CHICAGC FRESS, 1966), o
ONE OF THE FIRST PSYCHOLOGICAL STUPIES oF @) @
TWINS AS TWINS, RATHER THAN USING TWINS TO
GET AT THE NVATURE /NURTURE QUESTION. KOCH,
A PROFESSOR CF CHILP PSYCHOLOGY AT THE (/oFC,
FouUNPe THAT WHEN IDENTICAL TW/NS IWERE
COMPARED, OBSERVERS TENDED To PICK OouT
SIMILARITIES — USUALLY POSITIVE ONES. BUT FOR
FRATERNALS, THE EMPHASIS WAS ON DIFFERENCES, @ a
“WITH OFTEN AN UNFLATTERING IMPLICAT/ON FOR ONE
OF THE PAIR MEMEERS."

(i 1 E
@OCH WANTEP TO COMPARE TWINS To AN EARUER @ (‘- ‘

STUDY OF SINGLETONS, SO SHE SEIECTEP SUBTECTS WHo

WERE FIVE TO SIX YEARS OO, WHITE (0DDLY, SINCE TWINNING
IS MUCH MORE COMMON AMONG PEOPLE OF AFR/CAN HERITAGE),
Ew ot x.:j L | ‘1}5_5 THE oNLY CHILOREN /N THEIR FAMILIES, AND RESIDENTS OF CHICAGO
OR NEAREY SUBURBS, SHE WANTEL EVEN NUMBERS OF G IRLS
AND BOYS, IDENTICALS AND FRATERNALS. To HER SURPRISE,
MALE FRATERNA(S WERE ALL BUT /IMPOSSIBLE To FIND

p —> - —Poss/BLY, SHE SPECULATED, BECAUSE THE

~.<8 N PEATH RATE FOR MALE TWINS WAS 50 MUCH
7 —Z 7 G HER THAN FOR FEMALE, 5O THE PooL WAS

SMALLER; POSSIBLY BECAUSE FRATERNAL TW/INS WERE

SO TIREL OF BE/ING HELDL VP TO EACH OTHER AND

VIBRATINGE BLINK=A-TRONI
FOUND WANTI NG. BATTERY POwWER uun!g“"

IMPOsSFIBLY
SEINWNY —
LoNGLEGS

EVER COMPARE THEM," FRATERNAL-TWIN DAN SAID—ADVICE
IMPOSSIBLE TO FoLLOW, SINCE COMPARISON IS ALl BUT ;MPLIGIT IN ANY
DESCR/PTION. ALEXANDER, My FIRST-BORN, HAS A FUIL HEAD OF RED—BROWN
#AIR, EYES, AND A HEART-RENDING IMMENSE CR Y ="000-£00— 100+,
IDENTICAL ? BHIOHOOHOO—AS IF THERE WERE NO GREATER TRAGEDY IN THIS WORLY
THAN APIRTY PIAPER. BENTAMIN, A MIX OF BLIND AND BALD, 5
THE YOUNGER TWINAND SEEMS IT: LIKE A KITTEN HE KEPT WETANY
HIS EYES TIGHTLY CLOSED FOR MOST OF F15 FIRST WEEKS, AS IF
HE WERE JFFENDED By HIS ETECTION INTO THE WORLD. YET HE HAS SINCE
BECOME THE BON VIVANT, SPREAPING 115 TOES BLISSFULLY AS HE EATS,
SMILING A GOOFY GRIN OF CONTENTMENT AFETE RWARDS.

@HICH ONE Do THEY ALWAYS THINK (5 THE & IRLS" MY HUSBAND PATRKK
HAS WONDERED ALOUD MANY TIMES — ALEX (FECAUSE OF THE HAIR)?
NOoT BEN (BECAUSE HES SLIGHTLY SMALLER)? OR WHAT? — BUT UNLIKE
OUR (QUNTLESS INTERRIGATORS, WE RE T00 EMBARRASSED To AsK.
AS AN '80s FEMINIST, | WAS ALWAYS VAGUELY CRITICAL OF
GENDERED BABY CLOTHING, BUT NOW | SEE
ITS PURPOSE: A SHORTeUT; AN ANSWER THAT
PREEMPTS THE QUESTION. YELLOW ISN't ENOVGH ;
FABRIC. PRINTEP W ITH CARS OR BASEBALLS OR

SNAKES ISN'T ENOVGt,” BABY BLUE IS THE ONLY
CERTAIN SIGNIFIER, AND EVEN THEN
STRANGERS DISREGARD IT 7O SPECULATE,

(C ABoYAND A GIRLP )
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mcE 1995 THE NVMBER OF TWIN BIRTHS IN THE UNITEP STATES
HAS INCREASED BY ABIUT 50 PERCENT. FERTILITY
| TREATMENT IS ONE REASON. ANOTHER 1s SIMPLY DELAYED
| CHILDBEARING: A THIRTY —SoMETH/NG WOMAN IS MUCH MORE
i LIKELY TO cONCEIVE FRATERNAL TWINS NATURALLY THAN A
TWENTY-SOMETHING - (FOR THIRTY-SOMETHINGS EXPERIENCING
THEIR FIRST FREGNANC; MEPICAL S5C/ENCE HASA CHARMING TERM:
"ELDERLY PRIM|GRAVIDAY) THE ExPLoSION IF TWINS HAS /N TURN
MEANT AN EXPLOSION IN TWIN=—ADVICE BROokS, WHICH TEND TO BE
BoTH FPRACTICAL AND RELENTLESSLY UPBEAT:

oo«s FROM TWST A FEW DECADES AGO,
HOWEVER, HAVE A MucH PARKER EDGE, AND THEY
FRAFFIC [N WEIRD TWIN STEREOT YPES THAT / HAD
NEVER BEFORE ENCOUNTERED. KOCH PERPETUATES
SEVERAL IN "Iy /NS AND TWIN RELATIONS". TWINS
HAI/E SLOWER. SPEECH DEVELOPMENT THAN
SINGLETONS. GIRLS IN OPPOSITE-SFX TWIN PAIRS
ARE MORE "TomMBOYISH" WHILE BoYS ARE MORE
“SISSYISH." FEATERNAL TWINS ARE MORE CoMMON AMONGEr
THE LOWER so<AL CLASSES, ANL, IN KOCHS CIRCUMSFPEST

BEN RS R

PHRASING, TWINS Do NOT CONTRIBUTE AS MANY OF THE ABLEST GGG pUBDLE CREES
PERSONsS To THE POPUVLATION AS THEIR NUMBERS WOULD DICTATE.Y DUSHE TR AN

(AGE & mamuTHE)

>
ONTEMPORARY BOOKS, IN THEIR OBLIGATORY CHAPTERS ON “TW/NS
THRAUGHOUT HISTORY " GENERALLY oMIT THE GRUESOME REALITIES
THAT AWAITED NEWBORN TWINS IN MANY CILTURES. THE MURDER OF ONE
OR BOTH TWINS WAS cOMMOIN, 1 LEARNEDL FROIM THE OLDER BOOKS,

AS WAS THE NOTION THAT ONE TWIN

< | WAS GO0l AND THE O7THER WAS
TAKE CARE OF 1 EVic. APPARENTLY THE BANTY
= =R THE g:z‘ PEOFPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

W or SHAMED THE MOTHER,
BELIEVING TWINS 7O BE THE CFFSPRING
OF TWO DIFFERENT FATHERS, ZULU TRIBES EVEN
LEFT THE "“ILLEGITIMATE " TWIN NAMELESS, IN SOME

NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES, THE FEMALE T IN
OF OPPOSITE—SEX PAIRS WAS SMOTHEREDP AS PUNISHMENT
FOR SUSPECTED INTRAUTERINE INCEST. THE CATALOG
OF ATROCITIES WENT ol AND ON. BUT AL THE
EoOks AGREFP ON ONE PoINT: IN EVERY
CULTU RE TWINS WERE CONS IDERED
SPECIAL, SOMETHING IMPORTANT, WaRTHY
EITHER OF PERSECUT /0N OR CELEBRATION.

HOW (NINTENTIONALLY SPECIAL THEY ARE, EVEN IN A WO RLD WHERE
TWINS AND "SUPERTWINS" ( AS TRIPLETS, RUADRUPLETS, AND OTHER
HIGHER ~ ORDER MULTIPLES ARE SOMETIMES CALLED) H AVE
BECOME LESS AND LESS UNUSOAL. FOR NOW, BEN AND ALFX SEEM
ENTIRELY IGNORANT OF THEIR OWN TWINNESS OBLIV/OUS TO EACH
OTHERS EXISTEN CE, EVEN As LIMBS TANGLE [N THEIR SHARED CRIB.
WHEN ONE TWIN /S SCREAMING MERE [NCHES FROM THE OTHER'S EAR,
AND YET THE NON-SCREAMING TWIN CONTINVES TO SLEEP SOUNDLY,

THE 5TRANBEST
I'M VERY GRATEFUL.

SLEEPING
POSITONS




ALL OF MY Cikea soas )
CRAMERAS @ ’
- CCORDING TO SUSAN SONTAG'S ESSAY “ON AHOTOGRAFHY,"
“OUR OPPRESSIVE SENSE OF THE TRANSIENCE OF EVERYTHING
1s MORE ACUTE SINCE CAMERAS AVE US THE MEANS To 'Fix!
THE FLEETING MOMENT." SONTAG, AB'5], WAS WEITING
IN [AFF, BEFORE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY EXACERBATED OUR
DESPERATION. | NEVER REALLY UNDERSTOOL THIS UNTIL
{ HAD CHILDREN. | SPEND ALMOST ALL DAY, EVERY DAY,
WITH THE Twins, AND THOUGH IT CAN BE OVERWHELMING
AND EXHAYSTING, IT ALSO ISN'T ENOUGH. | WANT
% T0 BOTTLE THE TIME SOMEHOW, DRY |T, FREEZE
)

SEMi-PLED STHOOL

T
@E&&su IT, PRESS IT BETWEEN THE LEAVES OF A
J HEAVY Book.
i —
| SENERTUmE HE EARLIEST PHOTOGRAPHS oF BOTH MY PARENTS,

BY COINCIDENCE, WERE TAKEN AT AGE THREE. THEN
THE YEARS EVAPORATE: IN My MOTHERS NEXT PHaTO
SHE IS TWELVE, [N My FATHERS HE [5 SIXTEEN.
MY GENERAT(ON /S MORE THOROUGHLY, IF STILL Ihe J0 SENG
ERRATICALLY, POCUMENTED: ON ONE ALBUM PAGE j cRYING £ABIES
! AM A GLASSY -EYED, BLACK—AND -WHITE NEWEBORN,
ON THE NEXT A sMiLin e KOPACHROME
ONE-YEAR— OLD. BUT TODAYS BAB IES ARE TRACKEP
AS OBSESSIVELY AS A SCIENCE EXPERIMENT:
IN THREE MANTHS | HAVE SNAPPEP MORE PHoTos OF HE
TWINS THAN WERE TAKEN OF MYy ENTIRE CHILDHool.

@ PHoToGRAPH, ACCORDING TS SONTAG, SUPPLIES "SURROGATE
DEVILES POSSESSION OF A CHERISHED PERSON OR THING™ AND so WE
Iihesmuzp PA<KAGE UP THe BoyS FOR THEIR GRANDPARENTS, WHO

TO KEEP LIVE THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY [N BITHER DIRECT/ON, ;
RANW Y, THEY WILLNEVER SEE THE BABIES WE SEND PHOTOS OF-
HM";[ BY THE TIME tHEY VISIT,OR ARE VISITED, THosE BABIES

WL NoT EXIST, REPLACED WITH INCREASINGLY

" riTURE" LARGER, ROUNDER, MORE SOPH/STICATED REPL/chS,
WNikeom

cCeowPix BEGD

T_—
Ht-: DAY | D/scovEREP THEIR FIRST PIECE OF oyTGROWN
CLOTHING—A SACKk- LIKE NIGHTGIWN THAT ONCE
HAD ENCLOSED BEN PERFECTCLY —/ CRIED.
MY SUMMER BABIES ARE NOLONGER 7 et
ScrAwWNY, DROoF” —SKIMNED
NEWBORNS WITH THREE MOODs
(FURIOUS, SATED, AND ASLEEP).
_ Now THEYy ARE JowcLy AnND
oLD SCETOOL’ TOLLY, AND THAKING PICTURES
T OF THEM REQUIRES TWO
AT SUpEr PEoPLE. ONE TO COAX A CUTE
EXPRESS/ION, THEOTHER 7o FRESS
THE SHUTTER. ALEX WAS THE FFST 70 SMILE.
BUT BENS SMILE WAS THE FIRST 70 BE P HOTOGRAPHED

HY DO THEY RLwAYS
Ve Those devices
‘o THEIR FALES
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